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Get Off the
Beaten Path with

a Group Tour

By Jamie Pacton

M:.' in-lnws are both m thear
sixtics and will retire kater
this year. After decades of the
ninz-to-five grind, they are cager to
seg the world and have adventures
they ve abways dreamed of,

“We'rg gowng to paint, rent an BV,
anid hesd north to see the Morth-
e Lights, visit all the National
Parks, take dancing lessons, visit
the shooting range, and ¢ven start a
blog about our travels,” my father-
in-law told me during & necent visit
“This is our time te try out all the
things weve always been meaning
to do”

O aspeet of travel that’s espe-
cially important to them is “getting
off the beaten path.™
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In fact, the group

tour industry offers

a diverse array of
opportunities for my
in-laws to get “off-the-
beaten-path” and enjoy
access to the kind of
local-level experiences
they seek but would be
unlikely to find on their
awn.

STy spent many Years T
ports, corporate hotels, and meeting
rooms. 1"ve seen VETY litile of the
countrizs. I"ve visited at the local
lgwel,” sand my Gather-in-law, “We
really want to ses local culture,
talk ¢ people who live and vwork in
the places we visil, and geit off the
beaten path,™

Cunously, theugh, when my
in-kaws hit the road, they plan on
making all their svwn travel plans. 1

suggested that joining a group tour
rmight save them time and hassle.
And ver, ke many active Boomers
they just don’t consider thermselves
“gronp tour types,” Bt what does
that mean today?

With ¢ many boomers ready
to travel, tour operators have to
he sensitive 1o this resistmee amd
adjust their approach, says Steve
Uglner, President of Country Travel
DISCOVERIES in Elm Grove,

“T"'m fifty-barg and consider
mysell an independent traveler,”
Uelner motes, sympathizing, “But,
when [ ook one of our towrs as a
regnlar passenger recently, T found
the week 1o be relaxing, nvigorat-
img, cducational ., and just plain
fun!™

It's not only the relief of “leaving
the driving. and all other logs-
tics, to someone clse,” he says. “1
!,:‘E'p!,:li!,:lll:l.‘;d ﬁur-lmrld. r||:|n'r-u Ijr|||,|!I-:.:
aspects of our trips that 1 wouoldn™t
have heen able to ar range on my
own. Listening to knowladgeable
speakers, enjoying sTumphions
mezils exchisively prepared for our
group, stretching out i loxurious
modem coaches, visifing private
farmily homes, farms, and busingss-
s small communiiizs, geiting
imsight into local ways of life.”

In fact, the group tour industry
offers a diverse areay of opportuni-
tigs for my m-laws to gat “oll-the-
heaten-path™ and enjoy access to
the kind of local-level expenences
they scek but would be wnlikely to
find o ther own.

Country Travel DISCOVER-
IES" travelers, for example, may
cat a hearty, homemade, farm-fresh
hreakfast in the home of a weleam-
mg Antish tamily in lowa. They
et local farmers, brewers, and
craftspeople in the Black Forest and

NI_I':"I.':_".I'_ [ i\,:rl'lljlll}' T|1|.'.:_.' Con-
¢ with Maine lobstermen whilz
diming on the day's catch at a tradi-
ticmal New England bake. O, take
an ganly morming, trml rde down
to breaktast at an authentic, famly
dude ranch in Bandera, Texas,
Trafalgar Towrs lets music fans
talk £ 2 Beatles expert in Liver-
pool, England, or learn about Tams
Joplin, Jimi Hendrix, and other
Sixties igons from a local gxpert in
San Francisco T-L!-I.ll:-'r'F!}-'LllL'.'ﬂh.L'-.!-nl
takes tounsts behmd the seenes in
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Mlani to talk to hula dancers, kocal
tarmers, surfers, slack key guitar-
15tg, and others

Actrain buff himselt, Uslner ob-
serves that joiming a four can ofien
tree you up to explore by many dit-
ferent modes. His company s Alas-
ka & the Yukon tour, for msiance,
Icts vou sec the “'Last Fronticr™ by
plane, small catamaran, double-
decker train, oceanliner, Explorer
Coach, air tram, and helicopter
Amnother specialty company, Bean
Wine Tours, offers a romantic {and

safe) way 1o explore wine country
wid its Mapa Valley Wine Train.

Thesse are just a fow of the anaz-
mg travel options that today's toar
companigs offer folks like my
m-laws. They're working hard to
plan local adventures that offer yon
unigue insights, unforgeiiable expe-
ricmees, and surprising adventures
So, before vou wnite off group
travel, remember that tour compa-
migs know vou want to head off the
heaten path—and may he vour best
bt for getting you there
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